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Was Oregon 
Inlet formed 
by a hurricane 
in 1846? 
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Part 1: Migration of Oregon 
Inlet

Each lesson includes a list of suggested tasks and a set of 
test questions.
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Part 1: Migration of Oregon Inlet

Northern Shoreline 1996

Terminal Groin 

Built 1991

Southern Shoreline 1963 

(Bonner Bridge Built)

Northern Shoreline 2014

Northern Shoreline 1963 

(Bonner Bridge Built)

Northern Shoreline 1850

Southern Shoreline 1850

Navigational Span Oregon Inlet Fishing Center

Bodie Island
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Oregon Inlet Dynamics & 
Economics

OBX Chamber Economic Development Leadership Program 

Coastal Studies Institute

February 8, 2017

The Dare County Oregon Inlet Advisory Task Force presents:
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Time Lapse of Oregon 
Inlet

7



Part 1: Migration of Oregon 
Inlet
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Part 1: Migration of Oregon 
Inlet

Navigation
Span
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September 21st 2017
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September 29th 2017
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February 5, 2018
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July 5, 2018
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Part 3: Plan of Action & Needs
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Economic Potential

In 2013 the 
Economic Impacts 
Associated with 
Oregon Inlet were 
projected to total 
$548.4 Million.

If Oregon Inlet is 
restored and 
maintained to 14’ X 
400’ as authorized 
for 75-100% of the 
time, the 
Prospective 
Economic Impact is  
$1.59 Billion 
annually.
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M&N ‘06 vs 2014 Dare/State Economics

17



The Main Takeaways:

Prospectively, as the economy returns to levels of 2005 and offshore 

energy proceeds to develop, a channel open to 14 feet 85-100% of the 

time at Oregon Inlet will potentially yield Economic Impacts of 

$1.59B with more than 15,200 jobs.

Realistically, with a channel essentially closed, having a depth of 6’ 

or more 5% or less of the time, the loss from the present status 

would be -$253.8M with -3124 jobs.  Inaction causing an essentially 

closed channel would remove the potential of approx. $1.296B and 

more than 12,927 jobs from the table.

Long Term Sand Management at Oregon Inlet is all about protecting 

and developing existing economics, lives, resources & jobs from 

within the State of North Carolina.

Ref. 02/08/2017
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PRO-ACTIVE DREDGING WORK PLAN
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PRO-ACTIVE DREDGING WORK PLAN @ O.I.
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AMENDMENT TO MOA 14 NOV. 2013
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